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Plumpton High School has enjoyed another successful year in 2022 as we emerge from COVID-19 to continue 
positive momentum in delivering high quality teaching, learning and leadership. I would like to thank all teach-
ing and non-teaching sta�, parents, carers, business partners and our students for their valued contributions to 
this success. It is important to highlight some of the signi�cant achievements we have made as a school 
community.

Plumpton has been recognised nationally with us attaining the Australian Computer Science in Schools, 2022 
School of the Year Award, NSW recognition of the work we undertake supporting Aboriginal student success 
across the curriculum and beyond school through our Career Path Planning process, 109 early entry o�ers to 
university from 80 students completing their HSC with our �rst Jackman Unit students completing their HSC, 
reaching NSW State average level in NAPLAN writing and reaching a milestone of having 124 SEC members 
undertaking authentic leadership – 10% of our school – Prabhjot was one of the Foundation members of the 
SEC working her 22 fellow Prefects to develop this framework in 2016 and 2017. We have continued building a 
sense of belonging and school spirit that was no better demonstrated than by our House Olympics held during 
week 9. 

We continue to ensure that there is a pathway for all students to succeed o�ering our 14 GAT Clubs and 
programs such as the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme where we have provided access to approximately 200 
Year 9 students this year and have 41 students in years 10-12 completing their Silver Award and will commence 
our �rst Gold Award group in 2023 since implementing the program in 2015. Based on this we should all be 
proud of our individual and collaborative accomplishments.

Plumpton o�ers perhaps the most diverse curriculum of any school in NSW from 
Extension Mathematics, English to Physics, Chemistry, exploring Early Childhood, 
Sport, the Creative and Performing Arts and up to 10 VET courses – the largest 
school provider in NSW of Vocational Education.

It is the hope that 2022 has prepared students well, in addition to the essential skills 
they continue building - Intellectual Capacity to solve complex problems individually 
and collaboratively – at the local, national and international level; strong personal and 
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professional relationships, empathy, advocacy and e�cacy; strong self-concept with courage, grit, resil-
ience and determination; Leadership agency and voice; And an ability to re�ect - learning from your past 
to improve in the future seeing failure as a necessary part of longer term success. 

Most importantly developing a love of learning and an ability to ask questions, querying the status quo to 
constantly seek a better solution in 2023 and beyond.

Adversity is inevitable, but di�culties or misfortunes don't have to keep you from achieving your intended 
goals and �nding the happiness you seek in life. It's how you overcome these adversities that can make all 
the di�erence. Every challenge we successfully conquer serves to strengthen not only our will, but our 
con�dence, and therefore our ability to confront future obstacles.

Hard work is the most important key to success. Without being willing to work hard and put everything 
into a venture, success is nearly impossible and as such I’d like to leave you with this quote as you enter 
2023:
 

Thank you,

Tim Lloyd
����������
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Excellence Assembly 2022
On behalf of Plumpton High School, thank you to the incredible team of teaching, non-teaching sta�, parents 
and our 40 plus business partners such as ABCN and their member companies who have supported our 
students’ success. I would like to make special mention of ABCN who provide our students access to corporate 
mentors, programs, opportunities, and networks that our students would have otherwise not known they 
existed. This in turn has and continues to open and build the world of possibility and future success of 
students in their chosen �eld as positively contributing global citizens and leaders. 

Thank you and welcome to Special guests Ms Prabhjot Kaur our guest speaker – 2017 Alumni, School Captain 
and Mentor, Ms Samantha Tan - NSW State Manager ABCN and Ms Kathy Nguyen NSW Program Manager 
ABCN, sta� and students, our special guests – Award recipients of 2022 to Plumpton High School’s Excellence 
Ceremony.

We recognised and celebrated a successful year of learning by students in Years 7,8,9 and 11 and I want to 
leave you with some thoughts as you go o� to the world of 2023 to continue your pursuit of dreams and 
goals.

Thank you for your incredible work this year as we have continued the positive momentum to deliver high 
quality teaching, learning and leadership. This has been recognised nationally with us attaining the Australian 
Computer Science in Schools, 2022 School of the Year Award, NSW recognition of the work we undertake 
supporting Aboriginal student success across the curriculum and beyond school through our Career Path 
Planning process, 109 early entry o�ers to university from 80 students completing their HSC with our �rst 
Jackman Unit students completing their HSC, reaching NSW State average level in NAPLAN writing and reach-
ing a milestone of having 124 SEC members undertaking authentic leadership – 10% of our school – Prabhjot 
was one of the Foundation members of the SEC working her 22 fellow Prefects to develop this framework in 
2016 and 2017 – thank you Prabhjot and your SEC members. We have continued building a sense of belong-
ing and school spirit that was no better demonstrated than by our House Olympics held last week. 

We continue to ensure that there is a pathway for all students to succeed o�ering our 14 GAT Clubs and 
programs such as the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme where we have provided access to approximately 
200 Year 9 students this year and have 41 students in years 10-12 completing their Silver Award and will 
commence our �rst Gold Award group in 2023 since implementing the program in 2015. Our school is the 
largest deliverer of the program in a NSW school – Congratulations Mr. Canning and Ms McKenzie our Coordi-
nators and to the PDHPE Faculty. 
Plumpton o�ers perhaps the most diverse curriculum of any school in NSW from Extension Mathematics, 
English to Physics, Chemistry, exploring Early Childhood, Sport, the Creative and Performing Arts and up to 10 
VET courses – the largest school provider in NSW of Vocational Education. Based on this we should all be 
proud of our individual and collaborative accomplishments.  

It is the hope that 2022 has prepared you well, in addition to the essential 
skills you continue building  - Intellectual Capacity to solve complex problems 
individually and collaboratively – at the local, national and international level; 
strong personal and professional relationships, empathy, advocacy and 
e�cacy; strong self-concept with courage, grit, resilience and determination; 
Leadership agency and voice; And an ability to re�ect - learning from your 
past to improve in the future seeing failure as a necessary part of longer term 
success. Most importantly developing a love of learning and an ability to ask 
questions, querying the status quo to constantly seek a better solution in 
2023 and beyond.

����������������������
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Adversity is inevitable, but di�culties or misfortunes don't have to keep you from achieving your intended 
goals and �nding the happiness you seek in life. It's how you overcome these adversities that can make all the 
di�erence. Every challenge we successfully conquer serves to strengthen not only our will, but our con�dence, 
and therefore our ability to confront future obstacles.

Hard work is the most important key to success. Without being willing to work hard and put everything into a 
venture, success is nearly impossible and as such I’d like to leave you with this quote by Roy T. Bennett as you 
enter 2023:

“When things do not go your way, remember that every challenge – every 
adversity – contains within it the seeds of opportunity and growth”.

Thank you, Tim Lloyd, Principal.

���������������������
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Updated 2023 University Early Entry 15 December 
Congratulations to students from the 2022 HSC Cohort who have to date already gained early entry to univer-
sity for 2023. At this stage of the 80 students completing the HSC we have 109 o�ers, a tremendous result. In 
addition, congratulations to the teachers who have worked extremely hard in supporting our Year 12 students 
over the 3 years of COVID-19.

����������������������



               Link Up - Newsletter        Plumpton High School7

Principal’s Message

�������������������������������



               Link Up - Newsletter        Plumpton High School8

Principal’s Message

Western Sydney University Fast Forward 
Partnership and Congratulations

Plumpton High School has a strong partnership with Western Sydney University through the Fast Forward 
Program. Fast Forward aims to guide students through various educational crossroads to help them commit 
to continuing through senior school and on to further tertiary education. 

The program has a strong focus on our students' future career choices and aims to build their capacity to 
make informed decisions throughout their learning journey such as increasing their awareness of post-school 
educational opportunities, promoting the bene�ts of lifelong learning, and outlining career paths according 
to their individual skill set and interest. 

Commencing in Year 9 and continuing through to their completion of Yr12, the four-year program hosts an On 
Campus Day each year run by university mentors with a tailored focus on each new stage of the learning 
process. They also provide each student with access to an online learning platform ‘Studiosity’, which connects 
high school students to tutoring from university students to support them across a range of subjects. 

As well as the quality learning experience it o�ers, each On Campus Day has an ongoing points system that is 
awarded to a school based on their successful completion of set tasks, a willingness to engage in discussion 
and positive behaviour throughout the day. This year we had our Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 Fast Forward 
students attend their On Campus Days, where each year group won the daily challenge for Plumpton High 
School beating other schools in the area. This is a tremendous feat and re�ects the ability of our students to 
positively represent our school within our community – Congratulations.
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Commonwealth Bank and ABCN Future Thinkers
Year 9 students travelled to the South Eveleigh (Redfern) precinct for an ABCN Future Thinkers Program at the 
Commonwealth Bank.

Future Thinkers aims to build creative and innovative problem-solving skills through the process of design 
thinking. Design thinking is a human-centred approach to innovation increasingly used by organisations to 
transform challenges into opportunities. Research on the future of work indicates that these problem-solving, 
critical thinking and judgement skills are key transferable enterprise skills for the Australian workforce to 
remain competitive and thrive in a rapidly changing global economy.

To ABCN, please accept our sincerest thanks to all those (Maree, Einat and Anna) who put so much e�ort into 
bringing such an inspiring Program to life.

To the Commonwealth Bank team, thank you for welcoming us into your beautiful/sustainability focused 
o�ces, spoiling us with a delicious "QR Code" lunch and to those sta� members who so generously gave of 
their precious time to mentor our students.

Thank you to Gemma our student advocate for ensuring our students have incredible opportunities that have 
the potential to change their life circumstances.
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School spirit and sense of belonging are two of the key attributes to support student wellbeing and engage-
ment. It is pleasing to see our 2023 HSC Cohort already making their mark implementing a wonderful Hallow-
een celebration across the school for all students to become involved in enjoyable activities. 

A huge thank you to Mr. Tongol and Ms Vukovic the Year 12 Positive Psychology teachers for supporting the 
cohort implement the initiative. Thank you to all sta� who got into the spirit of the day decorating themselves 
and their sta�rooms.

Halloween Year 12 Fundraiser - Great Day 
Enhancing School Spirit & Belonging

����������������������
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House Captain and Senior Year 11 SEC Induction
Congratulations to the newly nominated and elected Plumpton High School House Captains and Year 11 
Senior Student Executive Council for 2023 who were inducted into their positions at the Whole School Assem-
bly. These students have put themselves forward to serve their fellow peers in these roles.We also welcome Mr 
Single who is moving into the Woodstock Head of House role as Ms Tuilaselase takes up a role as a Sports 
Coordinator at Plumpton. As such, we would like to thank Tuilaselase for her leadership in developing and 
implementing the House model as one of the Head of House foundation members. 
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The House Captains and Senior SEC have signi�cant roles to play at Plumpton High School as they continue to 
lead and expand the House system of the school promoting student engagement, school spirit and sense of 
belonging through the projects they develop and implement. In 2023 the House Captains will be working 
closely with the SEC continuing to enhance opportunities for students at the school.

Thank you and congratulations to the outgoing House Captains of 2022 who were tasked with the incredible 
task of reinvigorating school spirit having emerged from 2 years of signi�cant COVID-19 disruption. They have 
completed their role to a level of excellence. 

Thank you to our Heads of House – Ms Parry, Mr Kelly, Mr. Porritt, Ms Tuilaselase and Mr Single for the work 
they are undertaking developing student leadership capacity and the House system. Also thank you to Ms 
Racela for organising 

������������������
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Welcome Ms Caramancion and Ms Maait 
& Junior SEC Project Development 

Welcome to Ms Caramancion and Ms Maait our two new Student Executive Council (SEC)Coordinators who 
join Ms Racela in leading and facilitating the SEC. Ms Caramancion joins us from The Ponds High School in the 
HSIE Faculty and has been teaching for near 20 years. Ms Maait joins Plumpton from Kellyville High School in 
the English Faculty and has been teaching for 6 years. Both bring signi�cant teaching experience to our 
school having been exceptionally successful in their careers.

The junior SEC are currently involved in continuing their project development during their regular meeting 
amongst other responsibilities.

����������������������� ��������
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Pathways 2 Employment - OPTUS
The Pathways 2 Employment program run by OPTUS in partnership with ABCN had 28 Year 10 and 11 Plump-
ton students participating in highly interactive and fun activities designed to build their con�dence and 
understanding of how to deliver their best in a job interview – particularly in the retail sector.

After completing Pathways to Employment, students were encouraged to apply for one of the roles in Optus 
retail stores over the busy Christmas period. 

Thank you to OPTUS and ABCN for providing this opportunity to our students.
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Beacon Foundation POLISH Program 
Partnering with Clayton Utz

Year 10 students travelled to the CBD for a Beacon Foundation POLISH Program to work on their job readiness 
skills in a professional setting.

Polish is a powerful, practical program focussed on con�dence building. To build self-advocacy, young people 
learn how to identify and promote their skills to employers. Volunteer business mentors help young people 
understand how varied a career path can be, how valuable transferrable skills are and what are common 
workplace expectations. Polish ends with a fun and encouraging ‘mock’ interview session.

To the students, thank you for making Gemma, Carolyn and the school so proud. You conducted yourselves in 
an exemplary manner and we hope you took much out of the day.

To the Beacon Foundation, please accept our sincerest thanks to all those (Lisa, Pru etc) who put so much 
e�ort into bringing such an excellent experience to life.

To the Clayton Utz team, thank you for welcoming us into your beautiful o�ces, spoiling our students with a 
delicious morning tea and lunch and to those sta� members who so generously gave of their precious time to 
mentor our students.

This was an experience our students will remember. We are all so grateful.
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Congratulations to Paula Garces of Year 12 who has been nominated for 
InTech and Shape, the annual exhibition of outstanding Major Projects 
developed by HSC Industrial Technology students. 

Paula Garces Year 12 InTech and 
Shape Nomination 

Corporate Mentoring – Thank you Robert for
Supporting Our Senior Students Success

A huge thank you to Robert, one of our corporate mentors who has supported a number of our students over 
the last two years. Three of the students Robert has supported over the last 2 years having just completed 
their HSC – Shaibah, Taha and Azka. All of the students have ben exceptionally successful with Robert’s men-
toring, enabling them to build skills to support them at school and providing an insight of the world beyond 
school increasing their opportunities and access to networks of people. Taha, School Vice-Captain 2022 has 3 
university early entries o�ers to study Civil Engineering, Shaibah, Prefect 2022 two o�ers to study Psychology 
and Azka, School Captain 2022, awaiting an o�er for Architecture. Robert is a Fund Manager with AXA Invest-
ment Managers. Robert has another 2 students joining his group heading into his third year of mentoring of 
4-5 students each year.

Plumpton High School engages with a number business partners to support the learning and achievement of 
all students at Plumpton High School. We need to provide an education that is holistic and prepares students 
for the world beyond school to be the leaders of tomorrow, able to make a positive contribution to the global 
community. The Plumpton High School Corporate Mentoring Program has allowed our entire school commu-
nity to see that with hard work, commitment, determination and intellectual rigor students can achieve great 
things. As such we are working collaboratively with our business partners to o�er a number of mentorships 
with highly successful people from the business and corporate world to assist students realise their potential.

The mentorships aim to help students realise their potential and 
attain the necessary entrance results for tertiary education or 
training. The Plumpton High School Corporate Mentoring Program 
seeks students who demonstrate signi�cant promise and personal 
motivation to succeed in their aspirations. We look for students 
with potential to grow with the program’s mentoring support, and 
to become leaders who can 
contribute to society in their 
respective �elds. Mentorship 
duration are 6 months, 12 
months or up to 24 months 
based on need and 
circumstance.

Once again thank you to 
Robert for his generosity, 
expertise, and support for 
our students.
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School Captain, Prefect and House Captain 
Public Speaking Training

Our Prefects, School Captains and House Captains undertook their professional public speaking training 
delivered by 3 of our Alumni who all undertook this training through the ABC Public Speaking Coaches. The 
training is an essential part of their capacity building that will enable them to ful�l their duties as leaders, it 
also being necessary for success in the world beyond school through being able to communicate clearly and 
concisely.

Thank you to A�fa Kausar (Prefect 2017), Edith Yankuba (School Captain 2018) and Jessica Szakacs (School 
Vice-Captain 2018) for their time and expertise to deliver this training and extremely successful day. A big 
thank you also to Ms Racela who organised the day and to SEC Coordinators and Heads of House for their 
involvement in the day.
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Year 12 Formal – Celebrating a Successful Completion 
of the HSC and 13 Years of School

Congratulations to our 2022 Year 12 HSC Cohort as they celebrate the end of a signi�cant stage in their life 
journey. We wish them success in the future as they leave well prepared to take on the challenges and excite-
ment of their next chapter.

A huge thank you to their Positive Psychology teachers Ms O’Neill and Ms Riley who worked with them to 
make the night the success it was and who have supported them on this journey along with Ms Devine their 
Deputy Principal. Thank you to all sta� who attended the evening and to the teachers of Year 12 for their 
dedication and commitment to this cohort over the past 6 years who have contributed to their futures being 
bright.

����������������������
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ABCN Scholarship Winner 2022 
Congratulations to Bushra of Year 10 who was awarded an Australian Business Community Network (ABCN) 
Scholarships last night.

Bushra is 1 of 45 students across Australia to win these prestigious scholarships in 2022 an incredible feat that 
demonstrates her intellectual ability, leadership capacity, determination, courage, community contribution 
and commitment to striving for excellence. Students can potentially be o�ered employment with these 
companies following the completion of their studies. 

����������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������	�����������������������
�������������������������������
�������������������
������������������������������������
������������������
������������������������

Plumpton High School has proudly partnered with ABCN for the past seven years and is commencing year 8 in 
2023. We would like to express our sincere thanks to ABCN and its member companies that provide our 
students opportunities by opening doors and access to business networks to build their level of innovation, 
creativity, knowledge, skills and leadership capacity.

The evening also celebrated the ABCN Scholarship graduating class with two of our previous scholars Tanzee-
la Shakeel who is currently studying at Macquarie University and her mentor Elizabeth Hedges from Bain and 
Company who is currently studying at Macquarie University. Also graduating David Okereafor who was not 
able to be present. We would like to sincerely thank Drew Woodhouse from Bain and Company for his tremen-
dous mentorship of David who was able to attend and thank you to Elizabeth for her amazing mentoring of 
Tanzeela. 

Some of Plumpton High School’s ABCN business partners that we work with on a regular basis include Lend 
Lease, Bain and Company, TAL, JP Morgan, Microsoft, Amex, Accenture, Ernst and Young and The Common-
wealth Bank. Plumpton students have now been awarded 9 ABCN Scholarships over the last 7 years, which is 
an outstanding achievement.

I would also like to acknowledge the work of our Student Advocate Gemma Avon who supports our ABCN 
scholars’ leadership and learning journey working closely with them and our business partners. 

Once again congratulations Bushra!
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Congratulations Margaret 
Vincent 40 Year Service Award 
NSW Department of Education 

Congratulations to Margaret Vincent, School 
Administration O�cer who was presented with her 
40 Years of Service to the Department of Education 
Award by our Director of Educational Leadership 
Jason Miezis on Friday. Margaret is our longest 
serving member of sta� and walking Plumpton 
History book as she commenced work at Plumpton 
on March 1st, 1976, the year the school opened. 
Much of her time at Plumpton has been supporting 
our Librarian and Library. Margaret has supported 
our students and school incredibly over her time of 
service and is loved by all.

�������������������������������

Congratulations Melanie Groth 
30 Year Service Award NSW 
Department of Education 

Congratulations to Mel Groth our Deputy Principal 
who was presented with her 30 Years of Service to 
the Department of Education Award by our Direc-
tor of Educational Leadership Jason Miezis on 
Friday. On behalf of Plumpton High School, The 
Department and personally I want to thank Mel for 
her excellent service to education and young 
people. 

Mel has worked in many schools as a teacher, Head 
Teacher PDHPE and Deputy Principal at Kellyville 
and Plumpton High Schools. In addition, Mel was 
prior to coming to Plumpton part of the High 
Performance Unit responsible for designing and 
implementing the previous NSW Department of 
Education School Planning Model. As a school, 
having highly quali�ed and experienced executive 
such as Mel has been critical to our success in 
recent years. 
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Congratulations to Shaanvi and Ya� our F1 in Schools Cadet Class NSW State Champions for 2022. 

Over the last three terms in the Gifted and Talented Engineering class, students have been learning about the 
di�erent engineering concepts needed to build a successful F1 in Schools car. This culminated in week 7 Term 
4 at the state �nals held at Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek.

We took Tofu Racing Comprising students from Glendenning Public School who participate in the Plumpton 
High School Gifted and Talented Engineering class to these �nals, and they won the State Championship and 
also won the award for posting the Fastest Lap of the day.

The F1 in Schools competition is an international competition involving school students engineering, manag-
ing and building a scaled model Formula 1 CO2 powered balsawood racing car. 

Plumpton High school has won this state championship several times over recent years, a great credit to the 
TAS faculty and especially to Mr Clark who has led this program over the last 2 years supported by Mr. Attard.

Once again Congratulations to Shaanvi and Ya� on this excellent achievement!

NSW State Champions, Cadet Class – F1 In Schools 2022 
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Excellent Results in NAPLAN Writing
Plumpton High School has had a signi�cant focus on the development of Literacy and Numeracy over the 
past 6-7 years. Our school has excelled in 2022 in comparison to all NSW schools and schools in NSW that are 
similar to Plumpton (see below).

In the area of Literacy, we began our focus on development of reading skills with the implementation of the 
Accelerated Reader program as reading is the essential �rst step to then go on to improve writing skills. Some 
of our students are reading in excess of 1,000,000 or 2,000,000 words each year and one student in Year 8 has 
read 12,087,945 words during 2022 (see below). 

Our writing strategy is now embedded in all key learning areas led by our English Faculty who have imple-
mented additional evidence-based strategies into their teaching and learning programs. One of these strate-
gies is the ALARM Matrix that is used across Years 7-12 implemented to support students in writing extended 
responses in line with the varying genres required across the curriculum.

I would like to congratulate our English, Learning and Support faculties and all sta� along with our students 
who are displaying signi�cant improvements in writing, an essential skill required for successful any study, 
employment, and life success. We still have work to do, but this is a very pleasing result.
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Origin Energy Uncovered Program 
Career Opportunities Year 9

29 Year 9 students travelled to the CBD (Barangaroo) for an Origin Foundation experience at Origin Energy to 
understand the work of and the opportunities within the energy sector. The Uncovered program pitches the 
organisation/energy industry as an ‘employer of choice’ to the students, supporting students making 
informed choices about future careers. Students were presented career stories, a tour around the organisation 
and what Origin Energy o�ers and philosophy is.

The highlight was the explanation of energy poverty and the building of the Solar Buddies (solar charged little 
lights) for disadvantaged children to do their homework by when the sun goes down.

To the Origin Foundation, please accept our sincerest thanks to all those (Pauline in particular) who put so 
much e�ort into bringing such an excellent experience to life.

To the Origin Energy and the Origin Foundation teams, thank you for welcoming us into your beautiful o�ces, 
spoiling us with a delicious morning tea and lunch and to those sta� members who so generously gave of 
their precious time to mentor our students.
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Plumpton High School in Term 4 each year holds its Student Executive Council Student Leadership Summit. 
This year we invited St Ives High School to join the conference so as we could collaborate in leadership 
learning as we prepare the leaders of tomorrow.

Our Guest Speaker Maria Miller the Head Teacher of HSIE at St Ives High School shared her leadership 
journey with Mr Temby working through various facets of leadership with students to build their leadership 
capacity. 

Students were mentored and supported in their learning of the commercial Gazelle Project Management 
process by Mr. Temby Head Teacher HSIE one of our Foundation SEC Coordinators, our SEC Coordinators Ms 
Racela, Ms Caramancion, Ms Maait, Head of House Mr. Kelly and Ms Siddiqui and Ms Miller. Students utilise 
this structure in developing and implementing their projects both within school and through various 
charity and volunteering work they undertake as part of their Student Executive Council responsibilities. 

The project management capacity students are developing, and implementing is assisting them both at 
school and well beyond as they continue to solve real world problems collaboratively and individually, 
become more organised to manage competing priorities on their journeys to become the best that they 
can be.

We would like to express our sincere thanks and gratitude To Ms Miller, Ms Siddiqui the St Ives SRC Coordi-
nator and their Senior SRC for joining us on a great day of leadership learning and planning. This, in prepa-
ration for a highly productive year of developing and implementing strategies and projects that make a real 
di�erence to the lives of our students and people in communities locally, nationally and internationally.

We look forward to working with St Ives again in the near future.

Student Executive Council Student Leadership Summit - 
Plumpton & St Ives High Schools Leadership Learning 

and Project Management

����������������������
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Google – Girls in STEM (GiST) Program 
A group of our students attended the Girls in STEM (GiST) Program at the Google O�ce. The GiST focuses on 
addressing the under-representation of girls and women in STEM at school, university, and the workplace. It 
aims to build female students’ con�dence around STEM subjects, and support teachers, as well as encourag-
ing families to engage meaningfully with girls about pursuing careers in STEM. 

Google gave us an opportunity to participate in a Western Sydney Girls in STEM morning at Google headquar-
ters in Pyrmont. 10 girls from Stage 4 and 5 participated in STEM activities there, touring the o�ce and meet-
ing with some of the Google team to experience a bit of a “day in the life” of a Googler. 

Mel Silva, the Managing Director of Google Australia and New Zealand (who also grew up in Sydney’s west) 
gave us a talk about her journey to the Google’s o�ce. We had a panel session with Marie (Software Engineer) 
and Mel Silva. There was an ethical discussion about AI (Arti�cial Intelligence). This was followed by a biomedi-
cal workshop about how human cells can be used in the future to regrow the body parts naturally. Lastly, we 
did the ‘Tablets of Stone’ activity, where students learned about Internet Transfer protocols and how the 
routers processes millions of instructions simultaneously.

��������������������������������������������
	

There’s a current gender imbalance in STEM. There is an increasing demand in STEM careers but a shortfall of 
students pursuing STEM-related studies. The imbalance will not change when half the population is not being 
supported to engage in STEM. Improving participation for women and girls in STEM �elds is a key step in 
building an inclusive, diverse and innovative workforce.

��
��������������������������

The GiST is packed with information for students, including:
• An online STEM career quiz
• Information about imposter syndrome
• Inspiring stories about women studying and working in STEM
• Activities and events

As well as fun and informative material about STEM subjects, careers and opportunities.  

�������������������

The involvement of families, especially parents, in STEM learning experiences is invaluable in providing 
support for girls engaging in STEM experiences. The GiST Families section includes:
• Information about the importance of STEM for society
• DIY home activities
• Tips and resources for STEM-related entertainment
• Links to holiday and after-school activities

Thank you to Google and their team for supporting our 
girls in the development of their STEM skills and building 
their con�dence to pursue a STEM career. Also to 
Mr Jaswal for supporting our students access this valuable 
learning experience.

����������������������
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Plumpton High School was awarded the Australian School of the Year 2022 for Computer Science in Schools at 
a recent award ceremony. Congratulations to Mr. Nigel Shakespeare, Head Teacher of our TAS faculty, Mr. 
Sudhir Jaswal, Mr. Cameron Honeysett and our students for the incredible work they have undertaken to win 
this prestigious National Award. In addition, thank you to Ms. Dela Vega, Mr. Eder, Ms Racela, Mr. Clarke, Mr. 
Attard and Ms Fioravanti for the amazing work they undertake as a part of our STEM program.

Schools throughout Australia have participated in the CS in Schools program in 2022 with 560 schools and 
31,000 students engaging.
 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to CS in Schools, the TDM Foundation and Education Perfect for 
supporting our school to continue building computer science capacity of our teachers and students. This is 
enabling our students to pursue a career in computer science and STEM knowing that they have the necessary 
skills and con�dence to be successful. This is even more important knowing of the signi�cant shortage of 
skilled people working in these highly rewarding careers that are changing the way we live through Arti�cial 
Intelligence (AI) and other STEM �elds.  

Australian School of the Year 2022 - 
Computer Science in Schools 
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SW OZTAG
EJ Vaoliko Savesi & Genesys Daniela were chosen to repre-
sent the Mount Druitt Zone at the recent Sydney West Oztag 
competition out in Rouse Hill. Competing against other 
Sydney West Zones such as Blacktown, Macquarie and 
Nepean, it was an awesome opportunity to showcase the 
talent we have in our own backyard. 

Without any previous training or time to build chemistry, EJ 
and Genesys rolled straight into it with other students from 
Rooty Hill High School, Chi�ey Bidwill and Doonside Tech-
nology. The boys took straight to the �eld and went about 
their business. 

Although the team played short all day, it was 40 minutes of 
straight determination and stamina to keep the teaming 
moving forward. Our �rst game of the draw saw us go 
against defending winners, Macquarie, which we stayed in 
tight with until the �nal �ve minutes where they ran away 
with the win. We then moved onto Blacktown which saw a 
really big tussle, going back and forth, try for try until we 
found a few good defensive sets and stayed in front. 

Overall, our boys and the Sydney West team played their 
hearts out. On a sunny day, short of players on the bench, it 
was great to see that a crew of boys that haven’t met each 
other, could grind it out and play solid oz-tag. Proud of the 
boys - good job!  

- Mr Tongol 
(coach)

����������������������

Beach touch
Our senior Boys and Girls touch football teams were fortunate enough to enjoy a day at Maroubra Beach 
partaking in the annual Beach Touch competition. Being an absolute day for it, both teams experienced a 
mixed bag of results across the day. 

The boys played a lot of eyes up touch football, which meant learning on the run was our focus. Despite 
getting the hang on the rules and nuances, they �gured out having fun and tossing the ball around was the 
key. With brilliance from Genesys Daniela, Christian Faauila and EJ Savesi, the boys could turn the game on its 
head in a matter of metres. With the team led by these three boys, the term we know as, ‘backyard footy’, 
came to life right in front of schools who play beach touch frequently. It came to no surprise that we could 
hold our own against some schools, but fell short when it came to stamina and lasting running up and down 
the beach all day long. 

A lot of our girls were new to beach touch and they faced a very strong opponent in their �rst game in which 
they unfortunately lost to. However, after getting over the �rst game nerves, the girls turned up to play in the 
second game beating their opponent 5-2. Needing to win their second game, our girls unfortunately went 
down to the classy Newtown High School. The girls should be very proud of themselves. A special mention to 
Payje Williams who was always willing to put her hand up and have a go all day.
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We are proud of the boys and girls who represented our school once again this year and we always look 
forward to bringing out more students to next year's event! 

- Mr Nicholls & MrTongol 
(coaches)

Girls team:
����������������������������������������������
���	����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������

Boys team:
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Plumpton High students were recently granted the opportunity to participate in an unique experience 
through Iconic Nerd. 

Daniel, owner of the organisation, brought a large range of gaming and virtual reality technology to our 
school which was aimed at increasing engagement and showcasing the wide range of uses in a school setting. 
These devices can be used for educational, entertainment and sporting purposes.

VR sport has an endless library of applications that can simulate any sport, without the need to leave the 
classroom or purchase specialised sporting equipment.

It was a wonderful experience for our students and we look forward to working with Iconic Nerd in the future.

- Mr Simonovski 
(Head Teacher PDHPE)

Iconic Nerd - Virtual Reality experience
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Year 7 and 8 Technology
As part of their �nal assessment in the Technology Mandatory course students in Years 7 and 8 are required to 
design their own meals. For Year 7 it is their own Hamburger design and for Year 8 it is a dish of their choice. 
Students apply all of the skills that they learnt over the semester to produce their �nal product.

We never cease to be amazed at the enthusiasm and skills demonstrated by students as can be seen in the 
amazing dishes presented here.



               Link Up - Newsletter        Plumpton High School35

TAS

Timber Clock & Lamp Project
This semester Mr Honeysett's Year 7 technology mandatory class have been working on their timber skills by 
building a timber clock and lamp. Each clock is personalised with something the student is interested in on 
the front meanwhile the lamp is powered by a small battery box which the year 7's soldered the electrical 
circuit themselves.

�������������������������������
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School Work Support Program (SWSP) 2023
The School Work Support Program is looking for Year 10 Mentors for 2023. A fundamental part of the SWSP is 
the support student mentors provide to their peers in helping provide support for learning. The SWSP Men-
tors also have the opportunity to engage in a range of leadership activities to develop their capacity as role 
models within the school. The 2022 Year 10 Mentors did an outstanding job to foster a culture of learning 
which promoted positive engagement in learning. Students who are interested in becoming a Year 10 Mentor 
in 2023 will have the opportunity to apply for the position at the start of 2023.

 The School Work Support Program o�ers a range of support for students from Years 7-10 who are looking for 
some extra time, resources and guidance to complete their coursework and assessment tasks for all subjects. 
It is held in the Library after school on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons between 2:45pm and 4pm. 
Students who wish to attend should see 
Mr De Paoli (HSIE) or Mr Eder (Science) for a 
permission note to attend. The program also 
has a range of highly enthusiastic, passionate 
and skilled student mentors who o�er their 
time, wisdom and support to students who 
participate in the program. Their expertise 
ranges across all 7-10 subject areas and they 
use their combined knowledge to assist all 
students who attend the program. They do 
this to uphold a strong culture of learning and 
foster important dialogue around learning 
among their peers. The SWSP mentors have 
also constructed informative learning walls and resources to assist students across a range of subjects to 
bene�t their learning for both coursework and assessment tasks. We congratulate their e�orts in ensuring that 
all students in the program feel valued and supported in their learning as they continue to encourage more 
students to join the program.

Year 9 HSIE - World War I
During Term 4, Year 9 HSIE students explored the various features and 
forces that shaped the modern world through Australia’s involvement 
in World War I. Students had the opportunity to interact with a range 
of World War I artefacts to understand the equipment and tools 
soldiers used during The Great War. Analysis of sources helped 
students identify the value and limitations of the artefacts as they 
deepened their understanding of the nature of soldier experiences 
and trench warfare. 

9 Lawson engaged in a variety of station activities that supported 
their anaylsis skills. Students analysed a variety of artefacts, WW1 
themed picture books and a series of photographs online. They 
enjoyed interacting with all of the sources provided, particularly the 
artefacts. 
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12 Ancient Pompeii and Herculaneum
Year 12 Ancient History students 
have been investigating the sites of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum as part of 
their core HSC study. These students 
have been analysing and evaluating 
a range of di�erent sources to piece 
together what life was like based on 
the ruins that remain from the Mount 
Vesuvius eruption of 79 AD. Critical 
research of international archaeolo-
gists and historians have seen the 
students use virtual mapping tech-

�������������������������������

nology to walk around the sites and inspect what remains from the past to uncover how people in these areas 
used to live. Religion, the economy, everyday life, social structure, political systems, geography and leisure 
have all been areas that students have been investigating during Term 4.

Yr 7 Artefacts
During Term 4, Year 7 HSIE students investigated what life was like in Ancient China and Ancient Egypt. As 
part of their research, students explored social structures, dynasties, geographical features, religion and 
political hierarchies. They then used their knowledge of the two societies to create a museum exhibition 
which comprised an information pack and an artefact which re�ected everyday life in Ancient China and 
Ancient Egypt. A range of di�erent artefacts were created with various creative skills on display as students 
worked in groups to showcase their knowledge of source representation. Congratulations to the Year 7 HSIE 
cohort of 2022.
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Karinga victory speech
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CHINESE ELECTIVE

Year 8 and Year 9/10 Chinese Elective
As students are all beginners, Chinese stage 4 and stage 5 courses are working on quite similar topics this 
semester. The di�erence is that the Year9/10 students have got the chance to explore and practise more on 
each topic to develop deeper understanding.

During Term 4,  our students have learnt about topics such as Time, Day and Date, Subjects, School Timetable, 
and Daily Routine. The students enjoyed translating their school timetables into Chinese and decorating the 
timetables in class. After learning about this term’s topics, our students gained knowledge about what every-
day life looks like as a high school student in China. They are able to read and understand the school timeta-
bles written in Chinese, communicate with others about time, day and date, and write their school timetable 
and daily routine in Chinese. Year 8 students' understanding of the contents was assessed via completing a 
comprehension task which contains three parts including applying the knowledge learnt in class to answer 
questions regarding a given school timetable in Chinese and translating short texts between Chinese and 
English. Year 9/10 students completed their Yearly Examination to assess their understanding of all the topics 
learnt throughout the year.

����������������������
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ILSP

Throughout this school year, Years 8 and 9 have studied a range of topics within the subjects of English and 
Mathematics, from the Gothic genre and linear equations in Year 8, to Poetry and Financial Mathematics in Year 
9. The Intensive Learning and Support Program Tutors have been augmenting students’ studying of the topics 
by working with them in-class to integrate new ideas and skills into their practices, as well as further develop 
abilities they already possess. 

A foundational aspect of this joint e�ort between students, tutors and teachers, is that of the learning-focused 
relationship within the classroom. Student engagement and rapport-building have been promoted by the 
consistent integration of tutors in the classroom to provide assistance pertaining to student wellbeing, class-
room management and adjusting and explaining class content to suit each student’s individual learning style.

Teacher feedback has shown that the proactive approach from tutors has been extremely helpful in addressing 
the learning needs of students when engaging with complex and sustained tasks. In addition to this, teachers 
have observed signi�cant growth in student con�dence and engagement in class, with many students becom-
ing more aware of their ability to develop their own con�dence to actively seek out assistance when needed. 
In this same respect, individual growth in both academic and interpersonal areas for all learners has been 
noticed.

The overall feedback received this year has re�ected a positive response to the Intensive Learning and Support 
Tutoring Program. Considering the di�culties that Covid posed to students’ learning, it has been incredible to 
work alongside them and see them develop a strong sense of achievement and personal responsibility with 
their learning. 

Alexandra Smith and Saien Pather- Intensive Learning and Support Program Tutors 

Intensive Learning and Support Program 2022 
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Mathematics Term 4 - 2022

In term 4, the �rst part of Year 7 concept was “Celebration Creation’ where students created a decorative item 
using shape. This involved measuring the dimensions of the shapes, calculating the perimeter and the area of 
the shapes. Though the students found the area of composite shapes involving circles challenging, they were 
fascinated by the creating their personalised decor. The second part of Year 7 concept is ‘Chance of Winning ' 
which is equally interesting and students are looking forward to it.

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

This term we have been learning some amazing facts about 
time, trade and geometric shapes. It’s a perfect time to be 
looking into time zones, with holidays around the corner. 
It’s also a great time to put our knowledge of percentages to 
work, in order to convert money into di�erent currencies. You 
never know when you might need to understand these 
concepts and put them to use while travelling!
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In Term 4, the students had a chance to look into the topics of Indices and Surds including simplifying compli-
cated algebraic expressions involving a combination of negative indices, power of a power and zero indices, 
simplifying surds, expressing surds as a square root of a positive integer, and the four operations with surds. 
The students have been challenging themselves through engaging in speed tests of the topics in every 
lesson, analyzing and solving problems thoroughly ranging from easy to di�cult level. Their ability to apply 
the knowledge learnt in class throughout the year was assessed via the Yearly Examination and a test on Surds 
by the end of the term.  

Year 8 MXT

This Term Year 9 5.1-5.2 worked on the topics Probability and Non Linear. 
Students build their skills on using the DESMOS program to create the 
graphs of Non-linear Relationships.  Students really enjoyed typing the 
equations and experimenting with the changes in graphs while they 
changed the numbers. They also had a chance to complete their Yearly 
Examination to assess their learnings. 

Year 9 5.1  

Year 9 5.3-5.2

This Term Year 9 5.3-5.2 students have di�erent 
ways to experience mathematics. Year 9 Davin-
ci students had a chance to participate in 
Mega Maths Day at The University of Sydney.  
The students had a chance to experience 
Virtual Reality in 4D and the power of  Mathe-
matics in Arts.  Other Year 9 students had an 
opportunity to attend the In-school Incursion 
“Talk Money” in GWS. Students learnt about 
di�erent approaches to make money, how to 
have di�cult conversations at work, rights as 
an employee etc. This incursion complements 
the topics on “Financial Mathematics, Simple 
Interest and Compound Interest” that the 
students learnt this term.  
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This term in Stage 5.1 Mathematics the year 10’s have been working hard to 
plot points on a Cartesian plane. The image to the right shows a student 
plotting a random point on the Cartesian plane drawn onto the whiteboard. 
Students have also spent time practicing graphing straight linear equations 
on a Cartesian Plane using tables of values and online graphing tools such as 
Desmos.  Throughout the term, students have been building their skills in 
algebra, particularly focusing on the repetition and skill of substitution, as this 
is also required for graphing linear and nonlinear relationships

Year 10 5.1

In term 4, Year 10 5.2 were learning Non-linear Relationships. 
During the topics of Parabolas, students were using the laptops to 
investigate the properties of ‘a’ and ‘c’ via a set of challenges. The 
website is called ‘Geogebra’. Students need to �gure out how a 
and c changes the shapes of the parabola, then match the equa-
tions with the graphs. This topic would have been di�cult and 
boring, but students were enjoying the learning when it became 
competing with their classmates and challenging each other. This 
was an amazing experiment for students and teachers. 

Year 10 5.2

In Term 4 year 10 were learning about Non-Linear Relationships functions and graphs. Students were able to 
understand and apply how to draw parabolas, exponential functions, cubics, circles and hyperbolas. They 
learnt the di�erence between a function and a graph. Also we learnt how to transfer functions along the 
vertical and horizontal axes. Then we separated the class into two parts for those students who chose 
advanced Mathematics next year we were doing further graphs and functions, even inverse functions. Lately 
we started Logarithms laws and functions. For the students who picked Standard Mathematics we are going 
through Probability. We used Desmos to play and apply what we learned in class. 

Year 10 5.3
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In Term 4, the �rst term of their HSC year the students did 
Statistical Analysis, Sketching Function, and Trigonome-
try. Their assessment task was an Investigative assign-
ment where they were required to use the content 
taught and their investigative skills together with their 
technological skills to analyse and represent real world 
data using Microsoft Excel or Google sheet and Desmos. 
In one part of the assignment, students were provided 
data which the put on Scatter plot and compared their 
graph to a Hertzsprung Russell diagram. One student 
work sample attached.

12 Mathematics Advanced

In this term, students completing the Numeracy Course for Year 12 began 
by looking at Percentages and how they are used in everyday life.  We 
looked at mistakes made by people when giving discounts incorrectly 
and how we would �x them using our number skills.  

We then moved on to Earning Money and Finance and created some 
Origami Cranes to test our creative and step following skills, but also to 
create a product that would give students an idea as to the value of their 
time when they create something for a business prospect.  

Students calculated how much they would want to be paid per hour and 
then used reasoning skills to determine if the product they were creating 
was worth the investment of time.  They also delved into a scenario 
where they were the boss and had to not only determine their legal 
obligations to minimum wage but also how much tax they would have to 
put aside for their employees.  The whole course is an excellent reminder 
to students that time is valuable and there is more than just opening a 
business to start making money

Year 12 Numeracy 

Term 4 is the �rst term for Mathematics Standard 2 for the HSC Year.  Students took time to decide if they 
wanted to continue with Mathematics Standard 2 or change to Mathematics Standard 1. Many students kept 
up with the pace of the course and decided to take Mathematics Standard 2 in the HSC Year.
The topics studied this term include: Measurement (Rates and Ratio), Simultaneous Solutions, Network 
Concepts.

Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2
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Assessment: Investigative Task with a in-class 
test

Students build on their knowledge from stage 
5 and Preliminary Mathematics Standard 
course and examine Trapezoidal rule and 
applied that information to estimating 
volume. They have been applying their learn-
ing to unfamiliar situations. We also spent 
time looking at calculating maximum heart 
rate and looking at how resting heart rate 
depicts heath and wellbeing. They also stud-
ied break even analysis and looked into pro�t 
and loss. Networks is a totally new topic to 
any student doing Mathematics Standard 2 as 
it is not part of the 7 to 10 curricula. Students 
enjoyed the real-life application of networks 
through, examining, rail/transport system, 
GPS system, building and infrastructure 
network and looking at the normal day to day 
activities.Important Read below:
Source: https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/rest-
ing-heart-rate

Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2

In term 4, the topic ‘Network’ is introduced to students. This topic 
is an interesting topic which is utilized in lots of real life scenarios. 
In order to enrich their algorithm applications,  students are 
allowed to demonstrate their performance on the board. They are 
able to collaborate with their classmates for better understanding 
of the concepts. Students’ feedback are very positive as they 
obtain quality learning in an engaging environment. 

Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1

Mathematics Talent Day  

Selected students who displayed great problem solving skills during the year through classwork and assess-
ments were selected to attend a Mathematics Talent Day at Bossley Park High School organised by ‘Inquisi-
tive Minds” of Australia. Students had opportunities  to work in school teams to have a go at problem solv-
ing activities in a competitive environment. Students also got prizes for questions  according to certain 
criteria, points and order.
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Mathematics Talent Day  

Plumpton High School scored the second highest point overall for the day.
It was a great opportunity for our students to see Mathematics outside of the classroom and apply their 
learning in unfamiliar situations.

�������������������������������
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CHECK IN AT

THE PORTAL

How
can I

support  
my

child at
PHS?

M e s s a g e  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  t e a c h e r s

C h e c k  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  t i m e t a b l e

R e c e i v e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d

r e m i n d e r s  a b o u t  s c h o o l  e v e n t s

S e e  a s s e s s m e n t  s c h e d u l e s  a n d

c a l e n d a r s

V i e w  c h i l d ' s  g o a l s ,  j o u r n a l ,  a n d

o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r

l e a r n i n g  

A c c e s s  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  n i g h t

b o o k i n g s  

M o r e  t o  c o m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e -

i n c l u d i n g  o n l i n e  n o t e s

The portal is accessible by staff,

students, and parents to communicate

with the school. Students can logon

using their 

det- user.name and password

GOOGLE PLUMPTON HIGH SCHOOL  SENTRAL
PORTAL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 

OR
DOWNLOAD THE APP TO YOUR PHONE OR IPAD

FROM THE App Store OR Google Play
AND CONTACT THE SCHOOL FOR THE FAMILY

ACCESS CODE

Each day check in on students
Attendance- a real-time reflection of
your child/ren's attendance at school.
Helping you to support your child to
stay above 85% attendance. 

REGISTER FOR THE SENTRAL PORTAL

W H A T  E L S E  C A N  I  D O
O N  T H E  P A R E N T

P O R T A L ?

note: the sentral portal replaces skoolbag

What some Parents have
said after using the app:

 
"I love the app"

 
"Great way to communicate"

 
"Easy to use and quick"
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Enrolment and continuation at Plumpton High School (PHS) is in part conditional

on the preparedness to abide by the school policies including those relating to

school uniform requirements.

 

Year 7 to Year 9 uniform

Girls: white PHS crested polo, black or tartan skirt, black 3/4 shorts or black

pants, tartan dress, red PHS crested jumper, and black leather shoes.

 

Boys: white PHS crested polo and black shorts or pants, red PHS crested jumper,

and black leather shoes.

 

Year 10 to Year 12 uniform

Girls: white PHS crested senior blouse and tartan skirt, tartan shorts or black long

pants, tartan dress PHS crested jumper, and black leather shoes.

 

Boys: white PHS crested senior shirt, black shorts or pants, red PHS crested

jumper, and black leather shoes.

 

Note: Tie is optional and blazer is for prefects or other school events and will be

given out when needed. 

 

 

Sports uniforms must not be worn to school. Students are to bring this in their

bags and change into it when they have PDHPE or sport.

 

Uniform detentions may occur for students out of uniform.

If a student is out of uniform for a short period they need to see the office with a

note or phone call from home and get a green uniform note.

 

All black pants and shorts must be plain black with no stripes. 
Non-uniform items include: Tights, short shorts, denim, and any other

jumpers and must not be worn. 
(please note during the COVID 19 lockdown uniform was hard to get we now have

stock so plain black and plain red jumpers are no longer uniform)
 

 

For inquiries please do not hesitate to contact our Wellbeing Head Teacher, Mrs.

Claire Leihn on 9625 7020 or email her at Claire.Leihn@det.nsw.edu.au.
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Plumpton High School Procedures Reminders

What do I do if I need to pick my child up early or if they have an appointment and will

return?

• Give my child a note with the time they need to leave and ask them to go to the office

preferably first thing in the morning to get an early leavers pass. 

or

• Call the office at the earliest convenience and advise them of the time and they will

pass on the early leavers to the student

• Ask the student to go to the office at the time they need to leave by showing the

teacher the early leavers note. 

• If they are returning the office will put in a timed absence and when the student

returns they need to inform the office they are back and then return to class.

What do I need to do if my child doesn’t have the correct uniform?

• Write a note which lists the item of clothing you are missing, ask them to take the

note to the office, and get a green uniform slip.

or

• Ring the office and explain the items of clothing which are missing and the office

ladies will pass on a green uniform slip.

• Ensure that the child is wearing school appropriate clothing

• Ensure the correct uniform is out back on asap, if you need help to access the uniform

please contact the office for a student assistance form. 

What do I do if my child is absent?

• Call the office and inform them that my child is absent and this will be entered as an

explained absence.

• When my child returns to school ask them to bring in a signed note which explains the

absence to the front office.

• Use the Sentral App to explain the absence.  

What does my child do if they are sick at school?

• Ask their teacher for a note to go to the sickbay

• Sickbay will assess the student and will do the following:

1. Contact parents/guardians to organise students to go home

2. In emergencies, arrange for an ambulance to take the student to school

Making a payment to the school 

• Payments need to be made before school or at lunch (payments close at the end of

lunch 2)

• Payments can also be made online(via the make a payment section on the website

homepage) or over the phone 

• EFTPOS or cash are both excepted 

Any questions please contact the office 96257020 or email: plumpton-

h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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attendance

Dear Parents / Carers,

If you would like to develop an email link with our Head Teacher Administration, Ms Catterall 
regarding your child’s ATTENDANCE at Plumpton High School, please just send her an email 
at:

deborah-jane.catterall@det.nsw.edu.au

The email should state the following: your name (�rst & last name), your child’s name (�rst and 
last name) and what year they are in. She will then add you to her Parent/ Carer contact list. This 
will enable her to send you a graphic displaying your child’s attendance record for the term. 
The graphic will be sent as an email attachment (Word �le). This will be a quick form of 
communication if she has any attendance concerns regarding your child. 

In 2013, the school has introduced a new attendance tracking system, that has removed the 
need for paper rolls and runners to collect the rolls. Teachers are now marking rolls 
electronically in class, giving the school instant data on student attendance in class (as shown 
below). The new system has been an instant success giving all sta� access to an excellent 
attendance pro�le of all students, so that any concerning patterns of attendance can be 
addressed promptly. Remember that there is a very close relationship between high 
attendance and student success. To encourage students to set high standards for attendance, 3 
awards will again be presented at Presentation Day & Graduation in 2020: Gold, Silver & Bronze 
Attendance Awards.

Attendance Updates Via E-mail & SMS

Since 2016 you would have been receiving SMS noti�cations 
if your child is either absent from school or late to school. 
Please reply to these SMS noti�cations promptly so that 
your child’s attendance record can be updated. If the 
school does not have your most recent mobile number, 
could you please contact the school on 9625 7020 and 
request a ‘Change/Update of Details Form’

SMS Noti�cations
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UNIFORM 

Uniform at Plumpton High School

Enrolment and continuation at Plumpton High School (PHS) is in part conditional on the preparedness to 
abide by the school policies including those relating to school uniform requirements.

������������������������

������ white PHS crested polo, black skirt, black 3/4 shorts or black pants, red PHS crested jumper and black 
leather shoes, white ankle socks or black stockings.

�����white PHS crested polo and black shorts or pants, red PHS crested jumper, white ankle socks and black 
leather shoes.

������
����������	��������

�������white PHS crested senior blouse and tartan skirt, shorts or black long pants, PHS crested jumper, white 
ankle socks or black stockings and black leather shoes.

���� white PHS crested senior shirt, black shorts or pants, red PHS crested jumper, white ankle socks and 
black leather shoes.

All black pants and shorts must be plain black with no stripes. Tights, short shorts, denim and any other 
jumpers are not school uniform and must not be worn. Sport uniform must not be worn to school. Students 
are to bring this in their bags and change into it when they have PDHPE or sport.

Uniform detentions may occur for students out of uniform.

����������
Students are expected to:
 1. Wear correct uniform
 2. If out of uniform for some reason bring a note from home and see the o�ce for a uniform   note   
                  which gives permission to be out of uniform for the day. 
 3. Show the teachers if asked for the note for permission to be out of uniform.
 4. Get the correct uniform as quickly as possible
 5. Get a student assistance if needed to get uniform from the front o�ce

Reminder we are working hard to ensure all students are in correct uniform form the start of 2021 including 
black leather shoes for WHS reasons.

The Uniform shop is being restocked and is open Tuesday 8:00am-12:00pm and Thursday 11:00-3:00pm with 
school holiday dates being published soon.

Please remember any issues getting uniform or for uniform assistance ��������
���������������������������������
	�����������������������@��������������
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being the best we can be

Be Safe

Our School Expectations:

We want our students to be:

Be Respectful

Be a Learner

Great Learners

Responsible, Productive Citizens

Leaders Now and in the Future

Kind and Respectful to ALL Others

Can I answer YES to these questions?:

Am I in the right place?

Am I doing the right thing?

Am I being fair?

Am I being helpful?

Am I being kind?

Achieving high
behaviour 
standards
together

All actions have consequences

We all have a shared 
responsibility to help the 
learning and wellbeing of the 
large majority of students. To do 
this we need to re-establish our 
standards in a number of focus 
areas. 

It must be clearly understood 
that there will be concequences 
for people who fail to meet the 
behaviour standards outlined in 
the document.

We cannot accept behaviours 
which  impact negatively on our 
school learning environment. We 
each have a responsibility to be 
the best learners, citizens, and 
leaders we can be. We must 
respect the wellbeing of others 
and the learning of others

At Plumpton High School, we understand that all actions have consequences. 
As a school, we work together in peaceful, helpful and kind ways so that the 
consequences of our actions are positive ones. There are many rewards for 
working together in such a way, including:

Feeling good about ourselves and others
Enjoying our lives at school
Being able to participate in great learning and many school activities
Being acknowledged for our work with merit certificates and other awards
Being involved in leadership activities
Being successful in our learning

Sadly, it happens that people sometimes lose their way and forget their 
responsibilities to themselves and to others in our school community. We 
have to make sure we have good systems in place to prevent such things 
from negatively a�ecting our lives at school and our learning. Some of the 
consequences for people behaving badly include:

Warnings and action by your teacher if you fail to meet the behaviour 
standards.
Referral to the head teacher for action if the problem persists. 
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Behaviour expectations

I wear school uniform.
I walk at school.
I keep my hands and feet to myself.
I report any problems.
I stay where I am supposed to be (in class 
during lesson or in bounds during lunch.)

I ask permission to leave my seat/class.
I sit on my seat properly.
I sit at my desk properly.
I follow the safety procedures of the class.

I stay inbounds.
I act and play safely.
I report any dangerous or damaged 
equipment.
I report strangers to a teacher.

I stay to the left when walking.
I line up as directed by my teacher.
I use the banisters for my hands.
I carry my bag safely so it won’t hit into 
others.

I wash my hands after using the toilets.
I keep the toilet facilities clean.

I wait patiently for the bus.
I stay behind the green fence while I wait 
for the bus.
I get on and o� the bus without pushing.
I keep myself and my belongings inside 
the bus.

I sit properly on my chair.
I sit properly at my table.
I walk carefully to my table.
 

I enter & exit in an organised manner.
I sit appropriately.

I remain seated in the appropriate area.

I say no to bullying.
I follow teachers’ instructions.
I speak politely and use appropriate 
language.
I put my rubbish in the bin.
I leave banned items at home.
I keep the school vandalism and 
gra�ti free.

I listen to the person who is speaking 
to the class.
I put my hand up and wait silently to 
speak.
I take my hat o� when I enter the 
room.
I am accepting of the opinions and 
contributions of others.

I wait my turn at the canteen.
I start walking to class when the bell 
goes.
I put my rubbish in the bins.
 

I walk quietly so others can continue 
learning.
I stand and wait until instructed to 
enter the room.
I enter and exit classrooms without 
pushing.

I use the toilets correctly.
I save water by turning o� the tap.

I line up when I see my bus 
approaching.
I speak politely to the bus driver and 
other passengers.

I am silent.
I put my hand up and wait silently to 
ask a question.
I face the front.
I listen to instructions.
I sit where I am asked.
I leave banned items at home.

I am quiet throughout the assembly.
I listen to all announcements.
I act as a mature audience member.
I congratulate the achievements of 
others appropriately.

I am respectful of classes by sitting 
quietly.

Common
Areas

I say no to bullying.
I follow teachers’ instructions.
I speak politely and use 
appropriate language.
I put my rubbish in the bin.
I leave banned items at home.
I keep the school vandalism and gra�ti 
free

I do my class work to the best of my 
ability.
I bring the equipment needed for each 
lesson.

I use the toilets during breaks rather than 
during class.
I use lunchtime e�ectively by having 
something to eat, talking to friends, 
playing a game, visiting the library or 
seeing a teacher.

I move to class quickly.
I encourage other students to get to 
class.
I show that I know how to go from class 
to class.
I have a permission note if I am out of 
class.

I use the toilets during lunch times.
I have a permission note if I go to the 
toilets during class time.

I model the right behaviour on the bus.
I have my bus pass and T-Card.

I do my best and attempt every question.
I bring the necessary equipment.
I keep my eyes on my own work.
I allow others to concentrate.

I think about what is presented at the 
assembly.

I use the time to complete all homework 
or study.

Class

Playground

Hallways

Toilets

Bus Bay/ Bus

Formal
Exams

Assemblies

Free
Periods

Be Safe Be Respectful Be a Learner



               

Follow us

https://www.instagram.com/plumptonhighschool
https://www.facebook.com/plumptonhs/
https://twitter.com/PlumptonHighS
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